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Curriculum Cesario Costa Conductor

Cesário Costa (born in 1970) has been one of the most active conductors of his generation in Portugal. He has studied music in Paris, where he graduated in Piano, and in Germany, where he graduated in Orchestral Conducting at Würzburg Music Academy, in Prof. Hans-Rainer Foerster’s class.
In 1997, he was the first prize winner of the Fundação Oriente 3rd International Contest for Young Conductors. That year, he received a scholarship from Bayreuth Music Festival.
Cesário Costa has conducted the Portuguese Symphony Orchestra, the Gulbenkian Orchestra, the Nuremberg Symphony Orchestra (Germany), the Porto National Orchestra, the Lisbon Metropolitan Orchestra, the Remix Orchestra, the Ensemble für Neue Musik (Würzburg, Germany), the Arhus Sinfonietta (Denmark), the Macedonia Philarmony Orchestra, the Sudecka Philarmony (Poland), a Extremadura Orchestra (Spain), the Algarve Orchestra, the Northern Orchestra, the Beiras Philarmony, the Contemporary Music Group of UniRio (Brazil), the ESART Ensemble, among other orchestras.
He has also taken part at several Music Festivals such as the Atlantic Waves Music Festival (London), Aberdeen (Scotland), Arhus (Denmark), Neerpelt (Belgium), Dresden, (Germany), Murcia (Spain), Estoril, Póvoa do Varzim, Espinho, Leiria, Mafra, Coimbra (Portugal).

His repertoire goes from baroque to contemporary, including the world première of more than forty pieces. 
He collaborated with Casa da Música (Porto) in the production of the operas "Lo Speziale" by Joseph Haydn, "The Cunning Little Vixen" by Jananek, "Brundibar" by Hans Krasa and "Der Jasager" by Kurt Weill.
Among other pieces, he has conducted "Pierrot Lunaire" by Schönberg, the opera "Il Trionfo d’Amore" by Francisco António de Almeida, the Portuguese version of "Hänsel und Gretel" by Humperdink at Teatro da Trindade, the Symphony "À Pátria" by Vianna de Mota at Teatro Nacional de S. Carlos and, with OrchestrUtopica, three world premières of three operas at Culturgest. In 2004, he conducted the piece "For Samuel Beckett" by Morton Feldman at Teatro Nacional de S. Carlos.
At present, he is the Principal Conductor of OrchestrUtopica and of Orquestra Clássica de Espinho. He is also the artistic director of the Orquestra do Algarve and the Promenade Concerts organised by Coliseu do Porto and a teacher at the Portuguese Catholic University (Porto). 

PRESS:

"Unter der präzisen Leitung seines ambitionierten Mitbegründers und künstlerischen Leiters, des Dirigenten Cesário Costa"

in SÄCHSISCHE ZEITUNG 31.05.05
“A remarkable concert…”
in PUBLICO 11.10.04

“Cesário Costa’s conducting is worthy of great praise.”
in DIÁRIO DE NOTÍCIAS 03.04.04
 

“Cesário Costa’s conducting is the guarantee of harmony.”
in PUBLICO 14.10.03
 

“The performance of OrchestrUtopica was indeed excellent, under the direction of its Chief Conductor, Cesário Costa.”
in DIÁRIO DE NOTÍCIAS 28.10.03

“Under the conductor’s baton of Cesário Costa, the OrchestrUtopica has once again proven its quality.”
in PUBLICO 14.10.03

“… with the orchestra at its best, under an expressive and emotional conducting of Cesário Costa”
in PUBLICO 18.09.02
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