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Curriculum Laura Nykänen Mezzosoprano

Born in Finland, Laura Nykänen studied singing in the Sibelius-Academy with Yrjö Nykänen, Anita Välkki and Tom Krause. She began her career after winning the 2. prize in the Timo Mustakallio Singing Competition at the Savonlinna Opera Festival in 1993. She made her début there the following year as the Third Lady in Mozart’s “Die Zauberflöte”. Laura Nykänen made her début at the Bayreuth Wagner Festival in 1998 as Blumenmädchen in “Parsifal”. In 1999 Nykänen sang Floßhilde in the concert version of “Das Rheingold” at the Teatro dell’Opera in Rome. 1996-98 Laura Nykänen was engaged by the Kiel Opera House in Germany. Since 2000 she belongs to the ensemble of the Deutsche Oper am Rhein in Düsseldorf, Germany. In 2000 she sang that role in the Bayreuth’s “Jahrtausend–Ring” under Giuseppe Sinopoli. The same year she made her début at the Finnish National Opera in Helsinki as Waltraute in “Götterdämmerung” and guested at the Scottish Opera (Parsifal) and Cologne Opera House (Das Rheingold under Jeffrey Tate). In 2002 Nykänen sang Marfa in Moussorgsky’s “Khovanshchina” in Helsinki. In 2003 she sang Polinesso in Handel’s ”Ariodante” at the Antwerpen Opera House and Sphinx in Enescu’s ”Œdipe” at the Gran Teatro del Liceu in Barcelona. She also sang again “Götterdämmerung” in Las Palmas. In 2004 she performed “Zauberflöte” in Düsseldorf and “Götterdämmerung” (Waltraute) in Helsinki. In 2005 she is  in Antwerpen for Semele and she is engaged for a recording of the contemporary opera King goes forth to France by the Finnish composer Aulif Sallinen. Laura Nykänen is also a distinguished concert singer and has worked with conductors such as Esa-Pekka Salonen, Peter Schreier and Lawrence Foster. Her concert repertoire reaches from Bach’s and Handel’s oratorios to Mahler’s “Kindertotenlieder”, Elgar’s “Sea Pictures” and Brahms’ “Alt- Rhapsodie”. She also gives recitals as a Lieder singer. In 2008 she sang Adriana in Helsinki.

Up to 2012 Laura Nykänen sang in: Bayreuth, Gran Canaria, Savonlinna, Scottish Opera in Glasgow, Le Grand Theatre Geneve, Gran Teatro del Liceu in Barcelona, Teatro dell'Opera di Roma, Le Grand Theatre Geneve, Vlaamse Opera in Antwerpen and Finnische Nationaloper in Helsinki.
Up to 2012, she sang in the roles of: Proserpina (Monteverdi/Orfeo),Bradamante (Alcina), Polinesso (Ariodante), Orfeo (Orfeo ed Euridice), Cherubino (Le Nozze di Figaro), Dritte Dame (Die Zauberflöte, Rosina (Il Barbiere di Siviglia), Isabella (L'Italiana in Algeri), Carmen (Carmen), Fenena (Nabucco), Maddalena (Rigoletto), Preziosilla (La Forza del destino), Ulrica (Il Ballo in maschera), Olga (Eugen Onegin), Marfa (Chowanschtschina), Fricka/Erda/Floßhilde (Das Rheingold), Roßweisse/Schwertleite (Die Walküre), Waltraute/Erste Norn/Floßhilde (Götterdämmerung), Orlowsky (Die Fledermaus), La Sphinxe (Enescu/Oedipe), Hermia (A Midsummer Night's Dream), Adriana (Saariaho/Adriana Mater).
Recording
Composer      Work                       Part                     Other Performers                         Conductor          Label                Year

	Melartin
	Symphony No.4
	Contralto solo
	Freund, Paasikivi,

Tampere Philharmonic Orchestra
	Grin
	Ondine

ODE 822-2
	1994

	Monteverdi
	L’Orfeo
	Proserpina
	Wilson, Grabmeier, Hamvasi,

Neue Düsseldorfer Hofmusik (live) 
	Spering
	Speranza Classics

2803-02-001
	2002

	Mozart
	The Magic Flute

(in Finnish)
	Third Lady
	Salminen,Silvasti, Nylund, Savonlinna Opera Festival Orchestra (live)
	Söderblom
	Savonlinna Opera Festival Ltd

ISRC-SLJ-9700001
	1997


Repertoire 

	composer
	opera
	role
	venue of première
	year
	conductor
	producer

	Bizet
	Carmen
	Carmen 
	Vaasa
	1996
	Xing
	Kuningas

	Enescu
	Œdipe
	Sphinx
	Barcelona
	2003
	Foster
	

	Franchetti
	Cristoforo Colombo
	Anacoana
	Kiel
	1996
	Goujon
	Czellnik

	Gluck
	Orfeo ed Euridice
	Orfeo
	Kiel
	1998
	Bächli
	Von Pfeil

	Händel
	Alcina
	Bradamante
	Duisburg
	1999
	Darlington
	Wernicke

	Händel
	Ariodante
	Polinesso
	Antwerpen
	2003
	Poppen
	Alden

	Händel
	Semele
	Semele
	Antwerpen
	2005
	
	

	Hiller 
	Der Schimmelreiter
	Trin Jans
	Kiel
	1998
	Windfuhr
	Harms

	Korngold
	Die Tote Stadt
	Lucienne
	Kiel
	1997
	Gugerbauer
	Fellbom

	Massenet
	Manon
	Rosette
	Kiel
	1998
	Goujon
	

	Monteverdi
	L’Orfeo
	Proserpina
	Düsseldorf
	2001
	Spering
	Loy

	Mozart
	Le Nozze di Figaro
	Cherubino
	Düsseldorf
	2001
	Peskó
	Richter

	Mozart
	Zauberflöte
	Dritte Dame
	Düsseldorf
	2004
	
	

	Moussorgsky
	Khovanshchina
	Marfa
	Helsinki
	2002

2004/05
	Franck
	Hemánus

	Nicolai
	Die lustigen Weiber von Windsor
	Frau Reich
	Kiel
	1997
	De Veer
	Schwarz

	Prokofiev
	L’Amour des trois oranges
	Clarice
	Düsseldorf
	2002
	Levin
	Besson

	Puccini
	Gianni Schicchi
	Ciesca
	Düsseldorf
	2003

2004
	Fiore
	Hilsdorf

	Puccini
	Suor Angelica
	La Zelatrice
	Düsseldorf
	2003

2004
	Fiore
	Hilsdorf

	Rossini
	Il Barbiere di Siviglia
	Rosina
	Duisburg
	2003
	Joel
	Alexander

	Rossini
	L’Italiana in Algeri
	Isabella
	Duisburg
	2003

2004
	Fratz
	Loy

	Rossini
	La Cenerentola (Aschenputtel)
	 Tisbe (in german)
	 Kiel
	1996
	De Veer
	Garpe

	Sallinen
	The Red Line
	First Child
	Helsinki
	1978
	Kamu
	Holmberg

	Strauss
	Ariadne auf Naxos
	Dryade
	Duisburg
	2002
	Stoehr
	Walsh

	Strauss, J.
	Die Fledermaus
	Orlofsky
	Duisburg

Duesseldorf
	2000

2004
	Fratz
	Minks

	Verdi
	Macbeth
	Dama
	Savonlinna
	1996
	Segerstam
	Långbacka

	Verdi
	Rigoletto
	Maddalena
	Düsseldorf
	2002
	Dénève
	Ponnelle

	Wagner
	Das Rheingold
	Fricka
	Kiel
	1997
	Gugerbauer
	Harms

	Wagner
	Das Rheingold
	Floßhilde
	Bayreuth
	2000
	Sinopoli
	Flimm

	Wagner
	Das Rheingold
	Erda
	Düsseldorf
	2001
	Fiore
	Horres

	Wagner
	Die Walküre
	Roßweiße
	Kiel

Düsseldorf
	1998

2004
	Gugerbauer
	Harms

	Wagner
	Die Walküre
	Schwertleite
	Helsinki
	2000
	Segerstam
	Friedrich

	Wagner
	Götterdämmerung
	Waltraute
	Helsinki
	2000
	Segerstam
	Friedrich

	Wagner
	Götterdämmerung
	Floßhilde
	Bayreuth
	2000
	Sinopoli
	Flimm

	Wagner
	Parsifal
	Blumenmädchen
	Bayreuth
	1998
	Sinopoli
	Wagner
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